Antigenic and biological properties of Rift Valley fever virus isolated during the 1987 Mauritanian epidemic.
The antigenic and biological properties of three strains of Rift Valley fever virus (RVFV) isolated during the 1987 epidemic in Mauritania were compared with those of strains isolated previously in West Africa and with other selected African strains. Neither the antigenic characteristics of the Mauritanian isolates, as monitored by the binding of 59 monoclonal antibodies, nor the electrophoretic migration of the virus-specific structural and non-structural proteins were significantly different from other strains of RVFV isolated in this region or elsewhere in sub-Saharan Africa. Biological and antigenic traits which distinguished the strains isolated from the 1977 Egyptian epidemic were not associated with the Mauritanian isolates.